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Bill Type and Number:   Ordinance 2013-211
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: April 9, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: F; PHS
Date of Analysis: April 12, 2013
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: The ordinance appropriates a $1,912.00 Paul Coverdell Forensic Sciences Improvement Grant awarded by the Department of Justice through the National Institute of Justice to provide funding for the purchase of a Reciprocating 2-speed Shaker along with required accessories, as initiated by B.T. 13-046; the ordinance provides for City oversight by the Medical Examiner’s Office.
Background Information: Paul Coverdell was a United States Senator from Georgia who served in the Senate from 1992-2000.  He suffered a cerebral hemorrhage on a visit to Georgia and died shortly thereafter.  He had previously served as Director of the Peace Corps (1998-2000).  The Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grants Program is named in his honor.  The Coverdell program awards grants to states and units of local government to help improve the quality and timeliness of forensic science and medical examiner services.  The program is administered by the Research, Development and Evaluation Agency of the U. S. Department of Justice. The equipment purchased with this grant will be used to automate the task of shaking liquid/liquid extraction tubes used for certain drug analyses, thus insuring the uniform treatment of all calibrators, controls and samples that is vital to forensically defensible quantitative results.
Policy Impact: Medical Examiner’s Office
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $1,912.00 in a federal grant awarded to the City.
Analyst: Jackson
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